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A cross-linguistic investigation of the onset
 effect in reading aloud
No need to mope about the MOPE
door Kalinka Timmer
1. Well begun is half done; initial overlap between prime-target pairs facilitates reading aloud. (this 
thesis)
2. It is h_m_n nature to fill in the g_ps missing from information automatically. H_w_v_r, the l_c_s of 
the grapheme-to-phoneme-conversion (GPC) pr_c_ss is so early that it _cc_rs before these gaps 
c_n be filled in. (this thesis)
3. A vital clue in a murder investigation, the letter ‘H’ embroidered on the corner of a handkerchief, 
reveals a suspect (HOOK), to both English and Russian-English speakers. But only the Russian-
English bilingual knows that HOOK is wrongly accused and that НОРА (/nɐ’ra/ ‘hole’) is the 
perpetrator. (this thesis) 
4. With approximately half of the world’s population being bilingual, it is important that computational 
models of reading processes extend their horizon. (this thesis)
5. Many people are concerned about the high rate of extinction of the 5,000 existing mammalian 
species. However, the extinction rate of the 7,000 existing languages is 12 to 80 times higher. 
(linguistics)
6. The biggest advantage of bilingualism might be cultural tolerance, rather than individual 
development.  (psychology)
7. After 62 years of psycholinguistics, linguists and psychologists can still learn from each other: 
linguists could more consistently test hypotheses and psychologists could make better use of the 
complexity of language. (linguistics and psychology)
8. The brain is a piece of art. (neuroscience)
9. Dance is a form of communication that requires much less translation than language. (dance)
10. Students at Academies of Dance work much harder than students at Universities. Universities 
should learn from that. (dance)
11. The Polish scientist Marie Skłodowska-Curie showed that curiosity, endurance and creativity 
can lead to seminal scientific breakthroughs and can overcome dangerous ignorance, even at 
sometimes unbearable costs. (science)
12. Scientists should not focus on the number of citations they have, but on the number of times they 
are cited correctly. (science)
